
UNIT 9 MARINE REPTILES AND BIRDS 

 
The marine environment is home to a wide variety of birds and reptiles. 
At first glance, reptiles and birds may appear very different, yet there are 
some striking similarities. 

 
Reptiles and birds are both v__________________. 

Reptiles and birds both have scaly skin. 
Reproduction is similar in reptiles and birds as both have 
i_______________ f______________, followed by e______________ d__________ 

 
These similarities are part of the evidence that birds e________________ 
from reptilian ancestors. 

 
In this unit we will discuss more similarities and differences between 

reptiles and birds as well as many adaptations they possess to help them 
survive in their environment. 
 

BIRDS: 
 

The sea and shore provide a haven for many bird species. Birds that 
depend on the ocean for survival are referred to as _____________.  

 
There are approximately 9000 species of birds that all belong to the class 
____________. Not all birds fly but they all share several important 

characteristics. 
 

• All birds belong to the class _________ 

• Most birds have h____________ light weight b________. Why is this 
an advantage for birds? 

 

 

• Some diving marine birds, such as the penguin, have more dense 
bones. Why would this be good for swimming birds? 

 
 

• All birds return to land to breed. All birds lay ______. Usually both 
parents tend to the eggs, keeping them warm and protected. Once 

eggs hatch offspring are fed by parents until they can obtain food 
on their own. 

 

Regurgitating  
 

• All birds have feathers. There are two main types of feathers 
1. ________ ___________ are the small fluffy feathers closest to the 

skin. These small feathers trap warm air and hold _________ 
________. Why is it important for a bird to trap body heat? 



 
 

2. ___________ __________ are the larger outer feathers covering the 
wings and body, and aid in ___________. 

 
3. Some aquatic birds have water repellent ___________ ___________ 

which help keep the down feathers dry. 

  
For each of the following birds: Describe the birds habitat and some 
adaptations the bird has to help it survive in that environment.(use 

pages 318 – 323) 
Favorite  

1. Black Skimmer –  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

2. Pelican – 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

http://ww.iconbazaar.com/animals/birds/skimmer_black1_1a.gif
http://tm.wc.ask.com/r?t=an&s=p&uid=00C77EEE9EC714724&sid=1256DEEE9EC714724&qid=5481EB618D02B24682F2DB427D6F0EFD&io=0&sv=za5cb0d89&o=0&ask=Pelican&uip=18be4159&en=is&eo=0&pt=&ac=24&qs=31&pg=12&u=http://pictures.ask.com/redir?u=http%3a%2f%2fabou


3. Osprey – 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
4. Egret – 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

http://tm.wc.ask.com/r?t=c&s=p&id=30751&sv=z6f5372dc&uid=00C77EEE9EC714724&sid=1256DEEE9EC714724&p=%2ftopimage&o=0&u=http://home.hetnet.nl/~shimanto15/Great%20Egret%20Linda.jpg


 
 

5. Sea Gull –  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
6. Penguin –  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.arthurgrosset.com/europebirds/photos/larmar4502.jpg
http://tm.wc.ask.com/r?t=c&s=p&id=30751&sv=za5cb0def&uid=00C77EEE9EC714724&sid=1256DEEE9EC714724&p=%2ftopimage&o=0&u=http://www.journeylatinamerica.co.uk/groups/images/penguin2.jpg

